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A specially convened Planning Panel 
was due to meet on 12th December 
to hear from both objectors and 
supporters of Spurs' proposals to 
build a training centre and youth 
academy and also a community 
facility on over 60 acres of Green Belt 
land at Bulls Cross. The planning 
application would then have been 
considered by the full Planning 
Committee early in January 

On 7th December we were told that 
the Panel meeting had been cancelled 
on account of problems with the 
application as submitted. Apparently 
the application has not been 
withdrawn but has been deferred; we 
are reliably informed that it will not 
be resubmitted for at least three to 
five months. 

Many of our members, as we 
suggested, wrote to the Leader of the 
Council with their own objection to 
Spurs plans, adding to the 
groundswell of opposition from all 
sections of the community. 

The idea behind the proposed 
community facility, to provide 
coaching and educational support for 

youngsters and the disabled, is 
admirable, but not on Bulls Cross 
Open Space which is totally within 
both the Green Belt and the Forty Hill 
Conservation Area, on the northern 
fringe of Enfield. 

The proposed exclusion of the 
general public is unacceptable, as is 
the proposed large sports hall with 
ancillary accommodation which 
would be an eyesore and a gross 
intrusion in this setting. This facility, 
with its comparatively modest land 
requirement, could easily be 
accommodated on a brownfield site, 
or in the Lee Valley, which would be 
far more accessible for those having to 
travel from within our own Borough, 
from the Borough of Haringey and 
from Essex, which are the main target 
areas to benefit from this scheme. 

Also unacceptable is the separate 
proposal, on Green Belt land west of 
Myddelton House, to build a youth 
wing, first team wing and an indoor 
pitch within a massive single 
structure measuring 119m x 70.5m 
with a maximum height above 
ground level of 9.8m. This, together 
with a groundsman's building (30m 
x 20m), all-weather pitches and 
floodlighting are all to be constructed 
on agricultural land which is part of 
the historic Forty Hall Estate, within 
a designated Area of Special 
Character, and on land which formed 
part of the 375 acre deer park of 
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It is 70 years since EPS was 
formed in March 1936, and to 
mark the occasion our next 
(Summer) issue will be a bumper 
edition reviewing the Society's 
work and achievements over the 
years. 

In the meantime, you can join 
the celebrations by attending our 
70th Anniversary Supper on 10th 
March (see below). 

A gourmet meal at our 
Anniversary Celebration 
Tickets are still available for our 70th Anniversary Celebration on 
Friday 10th March at the British Legion Hall in Holtwhites Hill. 

In the previous edition of EPS News this was described as a 'fork 
buffet'. In fact it will be a splendid gourmet meal, as you will see 
from the menu right. A licensed bar will be available. 

The Management Committee, together with our President, 
Dr Chris Jephcott, and our previous Chairman, Monica Smith, 
would be delighted to meet you at this function. Also present will 
be Cllr. Tony Dey, Deputy Mayor of Enfield; Joan Ryan, MP for 
Enfield Town; and Michael Rye, Leader of Enfield Council 
(together with their partners). 

The talented local keyboards player, Chris Saussman, will 
provide entertainment throughout the evening. 

Use the Booking Form enclosed to reserve your place(s) at the 
Celebration; applications need to be received by February 20th. 

This will be a great evening - come along and make it something 
to remember! 

● Chilled Chicken and Avocado Salad with 
Spinach and Blue Cheese Dressing and Crispy Pancetta. 
�  Roasted Salmon with Cucumber and Asparagus Salad 

with Sweet Mustard Dressing. 
�  Caramelised Onion & Caraway Tart. 

�  New Potato salad with Spring Onion and Chives. 
�  Mixed Baby Leaves with Toasted Nuts and Seeds 

and Honeyed Balsamic Dressing. 
* * * 

● Chocolate and Rum-soaked Cherry Gateaux. 
�  Coffee and Brandy Trifle with Raspberries. 

● Orange and Passionfruit Salad with 
Orange Flower Water 
and Cointreau Syrup. 

* * * 
�  Coffee or Tea and Petit Fours 
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Spurs plans 
for Bulls 
Cross 
deferred 

Elsyng Manor House, created by 
Thomas Manners in the mid-16th 
century. 

In the last issue of EPS News we said 
that the majority of this land was 
within the Forty Hill Conservation 
Area. This was incorrect - only part of 
this main site is currently in the Area. 
However, the Character Appraisal 
for the Forty Hill Conservation Area, 
commissioned by the Council from a 
specialist consultant last year, 
recommends extending the Area at 
Bulls Cross westwards to include the 
whole of this site under threat. This 
Appraisal has been approved by 
Enfield's Conservation Advisory 
Group and by the Planning 
Committee and we await the overdue 
final ratification by the Council. 

Colin Pointer 


